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Pastor’s Pen

Enduring Hope for Uncertain Times

Romans 5:1-5

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by
faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the
glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given
to us.”

This past month has been unsettling. No matter where you stand politically,
the assasination of Charlie Kirk was a sobering moment for our country.
Because of social media, many people, including most young people, saw
Kirk’s graphic murder unedited. Many people are still dealing with the
trauma of seeing that video. Parents are having to help their kids who were
traumatized. Not to mention the trauma of a large number of college students
who witnessed the assassinations firsthand.

What has also been unsettling is the divisiveness in our country seen so clearly
following Kirk’s murder. At the best of times, our country is divided yet civil,
but when something like this happens, the thin veil of civility seems to be torn

off. Many have been deeply affected by the outright hatred being thrown baci !

and forth, particularly in the news media and on social media.

Continued on page 2...
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Continued from page 1

And then last week, as if we haven’t experienced enough, my kids’ school went into lockdown for over two hours because of a
report of an active shooter on campus. You may have seen it on the local news. The report was determined by police to be fake, but
students and parents had to deal with the reality of police sweeping the high school and the neighboring middle school, just to make
sure that there was no threat. It was a deeply unsettling experience.

Only one month, and so many unsettling events, including in our city. I use the word unsettled because as Joanna and I have talked
with friends, that is the word that best describes how they are feeling. And when everyone around you is feeling unsettled, it is easy
for you to feel unsettled as well.

How do we deal with this unsettled feeling? There are a couple of practical things we can do...for starters, we can stay off of social
media, and we can limit our news consumption. We can also do what we can to be peacemakers in our community, so that we are
not contributing to the problem.

But the most important thing we can do is to remember that our peace and our hope do not come from this world. Paul says in
Romans 5 that we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Our hope is not that things will get better in this world, but
rather that no matter what happens in this world, those who have a relationship with God through Jesus will be with God for all
eternity, and when we are with God for all eternity there will be no more death, no more violence, no more sorrow, no more grief,
and no more pain (Rev. 21:4).

This hope comes from not only knowing that we are saved from the penalty of sin and death through Jesus, but also knowing that
even in our darkest circumstances, God is working for us and in us: “suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope.” And Paul goes on to note that this hope never puts us to shame, because we have the love of God poured into us

through the Holy Spirit.

What does all of this mean in the midst of such unsettling times? A few things. First, no matter how bad things get in this world, and
even if those bad things directly impact us, our heavenly Father, who calls us his own children because of Jesus, is still on the throne.
None of what has happened in this past month threatens God’s sovereignty in any way, shape, or form. God is in control, and he will
remain in control.

Second, in the midst of such divisiveness in our country, the best thing we can do is not try and win for one side or the other, but
rather to persevere and grow in the Christlike character Paul speaks of in this passage and elsewhere (Rom 8:29; 2 Cor.3:18). One
comment [ heard from Charlie Kirk’s memorial service was that what our world needs is a bunch of little Charlie’s. I would
respectfully disagree, and suggest, as several pastors and theologians already have in recent weeks, that what our world needs is more
little Jesuses. Hope grows not when we win political battles, but when we become more like Jesus.

And finally, do not be afraid of tomorrow. There is an understandable temptation to think about the unknown what ifs in the world
and worry about what might happen if something does or does not happen in our country. What if happens? What if
doesn’t happen? I'm sure all of us have various things we can put in those blanks. It is understandable that we

worry about the future. But the reason we do not need to worry about tomorrow, even in all of its uncertainty, is that God will be
the same tomorrow. And the next day. And the next day. His Holy Spirit dwells in our hearts when we believe in Jesus. And our job
will always be the same: to take the love of God that has been poured into our hearts and pour it out onto a world that really needs it
right now.

If you find yourself unsettled after this past month, take some time in the next few days to be with our unchanging, sovereign,
faithful, loving God. Let him draw you closer to himself. Because peace and hope don’t come from this world, they come from God,
and the closer we are to him, the more peace, hope, and love will fill us and flow from us. Just the thought of that makes me feel
better already!

Blessings,

Pastor Steve
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Small Groups:

Monday
1:00 p.m. Afternoon

Bible Study at MVCF

7:00 p.m. Women’s
Bible Study at MVCF

Tuesday

9:30 a.m. Bible Study at
MVCF

6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting
Online

Wednesday
5:00 p.m. Picnic

7:00 p.m. Youth Group at
MVCF

Church Work Party
Every Fourth Saturday
of the month
8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
refreshment will be
provided.

For more contact:
Frank Romeo
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Youth Ministry

G R A CE is what we want

G R A CE is what we give

G R A CE is Good for our well being
G R A CE is amazing

G R A CE is Good from God!

Our Youth Group has been meeting on Tuesdays 6:30-8:15P in the Youth Group room. We have | returning Senior: Geneva!! So
glad to have her come join us when she’s not busy.

We also have 4 new awesome middle school students this year:
Kristina
Eli
Alivia
Alona
Thank you all for coming to learn more about Jesus, especially about Jesus’ GR A CE.
We want to have bible lessons and have been studying versus and sang Amazing Grace!
Pastor Steve has assigned some versus for the students to memorize and if they do — he will buy them real pizza instead of the
LaBaron store bought ones I prepare in our church oven.

Also fun on the 1¥ Wednesday of each month we want to do something fun — field trip! This month we will be having a BonFire
and Mission Beach or Dana Point at Sunset Point! We will be roasting hot dogs and smores and fellowshipping galore. We will
bring a football and frisbee for a little activity. Then next month we will be assisting with the Serra Mesa Food Pantry and Col-
lecting canned goods and box mixes and gravy. Then in December the Youth Group will be assisting me with the Angel Tree Gift
Shopping and Deliveries. These children and caretakers need instant prayers when we deliver the gifts to them to hear about Je-
sus!

We appreciate the time it takes to attend youth group. We are glad to be able to teach the lucky students. But soon we will have
our new banner up - to attract more local YOUTHs!!
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October 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4
10am-1:00pm
SM Food Pantry
5:00pm Picnic
7:00pm Young

Adult Group
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:30am 7:00pm Women's 9:30am Bible 10am-1:00pm
Adult Sunday Bible Study Study SM Food Pantry
School 6:30pm Zoom 5:00pm Picnic
9:30am Worship . 7:00pm Young
Service REED A2 13 Adult Group
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30am 1:00pm Bible 9:30am Bible 9:30pm Bible Study
Adult Sunday Study Study 10am-1:00pm
School 7:00pm Women's 6:30pm Zoom SM Food Pantry
9:30am Worship Bible Study Prayer Mecting 5:00pm Picnic

Service

7:00pm Young
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Study Study Work Party
School 7:00pm Women's 6:30pm Zoom 10am-1:00pm
9:30am Worship Bible Study SM Food Pantry

P Meeti
Service A ) 5:00pm Picnic

7:00pm Young
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8:30am 1:00pm Bible 9:30am Bible 9:30pm Bible Study
Adult Sunday Study Study 10am-1:00pm
SChOOl 700pm Women's 6:30pm Zoom SMFOOd Pantry

9:30am Worship Bible Study 5:00pm Picnic

Prayer Meeting 7:00pm Youn
:00pm Young

Service




Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yousves with

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Col. 3:12



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAp4XFD5huPTMuggytNDshw
https://www.facebook.com/missionvillagechurch/

