Pastor’s Pen

America the...Small?
Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning, God created...”

Isaiah 55:8-9: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways,” declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways

higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

This week we celebrate the 4th of July, and the 250th anniversary of the
founding of our country. This truly is a wonderful milestone and one that
should be celebrated, and I hope that all of you have a wonderful holiday
weekend.

Of course in the scope of history, 250 years is a very small period of time.
Compared to some ancient civilizations, the United States might be seen as
entering its teenage years! While our country has had a huge impact around
the world, we really haven’t been around for all that long.

But regardless of age, there is one consideration that I believe all Christians in
this country should consider, and that is our relationship as a people to God.
Now I’m not talking about the topic debated by some whether this is a
Christian country or not. What I am talking about is that for the people of
God in this country, how do we view God? And maybe more specifically, as
Christians consider what it means to live in this country as followers of Jesus,
how do we view God in relationship to how we view our country?
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Recently our family had the privilege to spend two weceks in Europe. And one of my favorite experiences from that trip was
to stand inside the largest gothic cathedral in all of France, in a city called Amiens. This place is HUGE. And standing inside
that massive cathedral, we all felt small. And that was the point. These gothic cathedrals were constructed in part to remind
followers of Jesus that God was infinite, and human beings are small and finite. Art in the middle ages depicted God as big
and human beings as small. While God is close to creation and cares for creation, as creator he exists outside of space and
time, and he is very much separate from creation and greater than creation, a concept described by theologians as God’s

transcendence.

Sadly, with the Enlightenment in the 18th century and beyond, depictions of God started getting smaller and smaller, and
depictions of humanity became bigger and bigger. Today, many non-Christians who speak in spiritual terms will speak of the
“divine within us,” but certainly will never speak of God in any kind of transcendent way.

What does all of this mean for us as we prepare to celebrate America 250? Maybe we need just a simple reminder that God is
bigger and greater than our country. This country could collapse tomorrow (I pray that it does not!) and the world will still
turn, God will still be God, and the gospel of Jesus Christ will still offer grace and mercy to sinners. God is bigger.

Let me offer just a few specific applications of this truth for us:

1. God is bigger than our politics. I know politics is discouraging for so many right now, and this is a time where
politicians are so divisive and our country seems to be on drastically different pages. A lot of times this is because we
claim God is on our side in our political battles. But God transcends our politics. Anyone who claims that God agrees
with all of their politics either has an ego that is too big or a God that is too small. Or maybe both.

2. God’s commands are bigger than our national priorities. I'm not a politician. I don’t know the best way to
make housing and living costs more affordable, I don’t know the best way to strengthen our immigration policy, and I
don’t know the best path to take in foreign affairs. But I do know that God commands us to love our neighbor as
ourselves (Mark 12:29-31). I do know that God commands us to be a people of justice and to seek the good of the city
we live in (Jeremiah 29:7). I do know that Jesus modeled self-sacrificial love by washing his disciples’ feet (John 13:1-
17). No matter your political leanings, those commands and others lived out in obedience to Jesus Christ must always
take priority over our political priorities.

3. God’s future is greater than our nation’s future. Regardless of how long or storied American history ends up
being, one thing is certain: Jesus is coming back. The focus of the end times is not on this country, but on the risen
Christ. God will bring this world and all of its history (including this nation’s history) to a conclusion in the final
judgment, and will establish not a new America, but a new heavens and a new earth, where we will live and worship the
Lord together with brothers and sisters in Christ from every tongue, tribe, and nation.

Please don’t get me wrong. These reflections are not meant as a put down to our country. But I hope that they put us as
followers of Jesus in a proper posture before God, so that as we do celebrate America 250 this week we can give thanks to
God for this country, and then in the same breath continue to offer thanks and praise to our great God who is Lord of all
creation, has provided redemption for all creation, and will one day restore all creation.

I am thankful to live in the United States of America. And I am thankful that God’s plans and purposes are infinitely greater
than the United States of America. That is something to celebrate.

Blessings,

Pastor Steve
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Small Groups:

Monday
1:00 p.m. Afternoon

Bible Study at MVCF

7:00 p.m. Women'’s

Bible Study at MVCF

Tuesday

9:30 a.m. Bible Study at
MVCF

6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting
Online

Wednesday
5:00 p.m. Picnic

7:00 p.m. Youth Group at
MVCF

Church Work Party
Every Fourth Saturday
of the month

8:30a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
refreshment will be
provided.

For more contact:

Frank Romeo

JULY CELEBRATIONS

Aender Harris 07/04
Amy Cheshire 07/06
Selassie Adjibolosoo  07/08
Matt Davis 07/20

Bruce & Gayle Kraft  07/17

God’ Intention over his children:

Genesis 50:20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but

God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people
should be kept alive, as they are today.

Romans 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are called

according to his purpose.

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you,

declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give
you a future and a hope.

Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply every need of

yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts

be troubled, neither let them be afraid.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A27&version=ESV

MYVCEF Villager July 2026 Newsletter 4
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
10am-1:00pm Independence
SM Food Pantry Day
5:00pm Picnic
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:30am Office 6:30pm Zoom 10am-1:00pm
Adult Sunday | Closed Prayer Group SM Food Pantry
School 5:00pm Picnic
9:30am Worship
Service
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30am 6:30pm Zoom 10am-1:00pm
Adult Sunday Prayer Group SM Food Pantry
School 7:00pm Council 5:00pm Picnic
9:30am Worship Meeting
Service
19 20 |21 22 23 24 25
8:30am VBS 2026 | VBS 2026 | VBS 2026 | VBS 2026 | All Church Work
Adult Sunday Party
School 6:30pm Zoom 10am-1:00pm
9:30am Worship Prayer Group SM Food Pantry
Service 5:00pm Picnic
26 27 28 29 30 31
8:30am 6:30pm Zoom 10am-1:00pm
Adult Sunday Prayer Group SM Food Pantry
School 5:00pm Picnic

9:30am Worship

Service
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All Good Things Come from Above

"Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights." — James 1:17

In the busyness of daily life, we can easily become focused on our responsibilities,
achievements, and challenges. Yet God's Word gently reminds us that every good
thing we have is a gift from Him. Our health, our families, our friendships, our
daily provision, and even the strength to face life's difficulties are all expressions
of His loving care.

It is natural to celebrate our accomplishments, but as followers of Christ, we
recognize that our talents, opportunities, and successes are blessings entrusted
to us by God. As John the Baptist wisely declared, "A person can receive only
what is given them from heaven" (John 3:27). When we acknowledge God as the
source of every blessing, our hearts are filled with humility, gratitude, and a
deeper dependence on Him.

This truth also gives us hope during difficult seasons. Even when circumstances
are uncertain, God remains faithful. His goodness is not measured only by
material blessings but also by His constant presence, His unfailing grace, and the
peace He gives to those who trust in Him.

As we journey together in faith, may we cultivate thankful hearts that recognize
God's hand in both the ordinary and extraordinary moments of life. Let us also
become channels of His goodness, sharing His love through acts of kindness,
generosity, and encouragement to those around us. In doing so, we reflect the
character of the One from whom every good and perfect gift comes.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for every blessing You have graciously given
us. Help us to remember that all good things come from You. Fill our hearts with
gratitude, strengthen our faith. In Jesus Name. Amen. Judy Yacob
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Student Ministry

This has been such a wonderful year teaching our middle and high schoolers more about Jesus. Our church is

small, but we send out powerful messages each week to our students.

We had a larger group at the beginning of this school year as we invited the adults: Briahna, Geneva and Matt to
join us for a few meetings, then started their own adult bible study. We have an open-door policy for any Youth

(high school age) to be able to join us any time.

Congratulations again for graduating High School to: Andrew de Vos and Geneva Kossegi, who both decided to
go to the same College: UCSD!! PTL!! Also, our beloved Briahana has moved to Las Vegas and will pursue her
college career and their Las Vegas Community College. We wish all the young adults the best and that they stay

on the narrow path of Jesus

We initially had Kristina, Alivia & Eli coming to almost every Youth Group meeting last year to learn more about
Jesus, to participate in learning more about the Bible and verses. We had lessons planned and wanted to watch
more Bible project videos; however, our TV took a dive and it no longer can support the internet. Hopefully,
someone will donate a better smart TV. It is so nice to be able to watch Christian music videos and sing along

with joy.

It would have been nice for our Youth Group to grow a bit bigger — maybe next year we can try a little harder
with a big better banner on the front lawn plus using Instagram and other social media options to try to draw in
more youths that need Jesus and they may not even know it yet. We are inspired by our New Youth Group
Leader: Ray Jensen starting in July! You go Ray!

We were so happy to attend this year’s famous Future Quest every June: theme is Sovereign.
We had 6 students attend Future Quest: Kristina, Alivia, Naomi, Isaac, Dakota, & Gage.
We also had Terri Carver attend each day with our new Youth Group Leader: Ray Jensen [
This has been a super wonderful blessing for me to be able to teach Youths about Jesus!

[ am sad to leave my position as youth group leader for the last 6 years. It has been great! I am very glad to know I
am leaving our Youths in good hands with Ray Jensen. I pray that he will inspire our currents youth to continue
to addend and with God’s help, may he grow our Youth Ministry with the power of the holy spirit to develop
good Christians to spread the good news to everyone we meet. Our church is small but mighty leaders have been

inspired here!
Thank you again from the bottom of my heart. God bless us all! In his sweet name & forever!

Psalm 103:2 Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forgot not all his benefits--- Amen!
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Future Quest 2026




Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Col. 3:12

Mission Village Christian Fellowship
2650 Melbourne Drive
San Diego, CA 92123

Phone: 858-278-2633
Email: missionvillagel@shbcglobal.net
Website: www.missionvillage.church

Council Members



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAp4XFD5huPTMuggytNDshw
https://www.facebook.com/missionvillagechurch/

