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Pastor’s Pen 
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This is an updated version of an article I wrote last year, and I believe it offers some 
good spiritual food for thought as we head into the summer… 
 
Lord, what do you want to do with my life?  
 
“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.’” -Matthew 28:18-20 
 
It is officially graduation season! While we have several students who are pro-
moting from elementary to middle school, and middle school to high school, I 
want to give a special shout out to Geneva Kossegi and Andrew de Vos, who 
this past week graduated from Kearney High School and Clairemont High 
School respectively. Congratulations Geneva and Andrew!  
 
Geneva and Andrew join a growing number of young adults in our church 
who are entering college and looking for jobs. And the pressing question for 
most Christians at that stage of life is this: Lord, what do you want to do with 
my life? I remember going to a conference as a college student, and attending 
a breakout session called “Discerning God’s Will For Your Life.” That session 
was filled with hundreds and hundreds of college students. The room was so 
full, students (including me) were sitting in the stairways. It’s a good thing the 
fire marshall didn’t show up! But the attendance of that breakout session 
showed that most Christian college students are asking the same question: 
Lord, what do you want to do with my life? 
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That question is a great question to ask the Lord, not only for young adults but for followers of Jesus at any age or stage 
in life. And thankfully, we have a great answer to that question already. Jesus’ Great Commission, which he gives to his 
disciples after rising from the dead, is a mission statement for all followers of Jesus: Make disciples of all nations. Help 
people to know and follow Jesus. The key to the Great Commission is to realize that this is not just a command to make 
converts, it’s not just to get people to the point where they believe in Jesus, but is primarily a command to help those 
people become fully devoted followers of Jesus.  
 
Of course, it is difficult, if not impossible, to help someone become a fully devoted follower of Jesus if you yourself are 
not also becoming a fully devoted follower of Jesus. Discipleship to Jesus is much less like a classroom learning 
experience and much more like an apprenticeship, where the apprentice learns from a master his or her trade and way of 
life (the word disciple in the bible means apprentice or learner). It is hard to help someone in that process if we are not 
active apprentices of the master ourselves.  
 
Here’s another way to think about it. Jesus in John 15 describes his relationship with his disciples as a vine and branches: 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can 
do nothing” (John 15:5). The analogy is simple: If we want to bear fruit for Jesus, we have to stay connected to Jesus and 
keep growing in our relationship with Jesus. If we want to help make disciples of Jesus, we have to stay connected to 
Jesus and keep growing ourselves.  
 
As we enter this summer, we have plenty of opportunities as a church to join Jesus in his Great Commission to make 
disciples of all nations. We have our ongoing weekly picnics every Wednesday evening at church. This is a wonderful 
time to connect with our community and build relationships that build bridges to Jesus. We also have Vacation Bible 
School July 21-24. Please see Michele Quion for how you can be part of this wonderful outreach to the kids in our 
community! 
 
But given that we need to stay connected to Jesus to bear fruit for Jesus, maybe the best way we can enter this summer is 
to focus on our own heart and our personal discipleship to Jesus. How is the Lord calling you to grow in your 
relationship with him this summer? As you answer this question, please let me know what the Lord is pressing on your 
heart. I love to come alongside fellow disciples of Jesus and walk together as we grow in our discipleship to Jesus.  
 
So this graduation season does remind each of us to ask the question our young adults ask: Lord, what do you want to do 
with my life? But take this summer and ask another set of questions first: Lord, what do you want to do IN my life? How 
do you want to work in my heart? How do I need to grow in my relationship with you? If you start with these questions, 
you likely will grow closer to Jesus, then you will bear more fruit for Jesus, and the question of what the Lord wants to 
do with your life will likely answer itself.  
 
Your fellow disciple, 
 
Pastor Steve 

 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd and 
does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks 
the flock and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—  just as the Father knows me and I know the 

Father-and I lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 

They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. ~John 10:11-16 
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Monday 

1:00 p.m. Afternoon  

Bible Study at MVCF 

 

7:00 p.m. Women’s  

Bible Study at MVCF 

 

Tuesday 

9:30  a.m.  Bible Study at 

MVCF 

6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting 

Online 

 

Wednesday 

5:00 p.m. Picnic 

7:00 p.m. Youth Group at 

MVCF  

 

Church Work Party   

Every Fourth Saturday 

of the month  

8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

refreshment will be         

provided. 

For more contact: 

Frank Romeo 

Small Groups: JUNE CELEBRATIONS 

Scott & Jenny Fiori 06-June 

 

Psalm 23:1-4 

The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 
    he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley, 

I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me.  

Michelle Vandenberg 2-June 

Ellen Davis 8-June 

Beverly Latham 21-June 

Samantha Yoro 21-June 

Kevin Yoro 21-June 

Judy Yacob 21-June 

Michael Fiori 22-June 

Susan DaVee 22-June 

June McCollough 25-June 

Doug Eno 30-June 
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June 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

6:30pm  Zoom 

Prayer Group 

3 

10am-1:00pm  

SM Food  Pantry 

5:00pm Picnic 

4 5 6 

7 

8:30am 

Adult Sunday 

School  

9:30am Worship  

Service 

8 9 

6:30pm  Zoom 

Prayer Group 

10 

10am-1:00pm  

SM Food  Pantry 

5:00pm Picnic 

11 12 13 

14 

8:30am 

Adult Sunday 

School  

9:30am Worship  

Service 

15 16 

6:30pm  Zoom 

Prayer Group 

17 

10am-1:00pm  

SM Food  Pantry 

5:00pm Picnic 

18 19 20 

21 

8:30am 

Adult Sunday 

School  

9:30am Worship  

Service 

22 23 

6:30pm  Zoom 

Prayer Group 

7:00pm Council 

Meeting 

24 

10am-1:00pm  

SM Food  Pantry 

5:00pm Picnic 

25 26 27 

All Church 

Work Party  

28 

8:30am 

Adult Sunday 

School  

9:30am Worship  

Service 

29 30 

6:30pm  Zoom 

Prayer Group 
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Spiritual likeness Between Christians and Sheep 

The comparison of Christians as sheep and Jesus as the Good Shepherd is a foundational teaching in the Bible, 

especially highlighted in John 10 and Psalm 23.  

John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

Psalm 23:1-3 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me 

beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

Looking at the inherent nature of sheep reveals several deep spiritual similarities.  

 Total Dependence: Sheep cannot survive long without a shepherd to find food and clean water. As 

Christians we rely completely on God for spiritual nourishment and daily provisions and guidance. 

 Prone to Wandering: Sheep easily get distracted by a patch of grass and wander away from the flock. Isaiah 

53:6 explicitly compares human sinfulness to sheep going astray.  In John 15:5 Jesus says: "I am the vine; you 

are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing." Other verses that support these: 

Proverbs 3:5-6 "Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 

your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight." 

Psalm 62:5-8 "Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my 

salvation; he is my fortress, I will not be shaken." 

 Voice Recognition: Sheep have excellent hearing and can distinguish their shepherd's voice from a 

stranger's. Jesus noted this in John 10:27-28 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 

me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” 

 Defenseless Nature: Sheep lack claws, fangs, or speed to fight off predators. Christians rely on the spiritual 

protection of God rather than their own human strength. In Psalm 121:7-8 "The Lord will keep you from all 

harm—he will watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and 

forevermore." 

 The Need for Community: Sheep are flock animals that find safety and peace in numbers. Christians are 

created for fellowship within the local church community. 1 Peter 5:8 Mentions the devil prowls like a 

roaring lion looking for someone to devour, often by isolating them. Ecclesiastes 4:9–10 Warns against 

being alone, as the enemy seeks to isolate people to break them. 

 Easily Overburdened: A sheep’s wool can become heavy with mud and debris, weighing it down. 

Christians carry emotional and spiritual burdens that only Christ can wash away.  Hebrews 10:10 Our sins 

are washed away and we are made clean because Christ gave His own body as a gift to God. He did this once 

for all time. 

 

Thank you for letting me share what I am currently learning. Judy Yacob 
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June is upon us which is the smell of easing into summer 

and still celebrating the middle school and high school graduations. Congratulations again to 

Geneva Kossegi and Andrew DeVos for graduating high school with high honors. Both of them 

so smart. We knew Andrew has always been brilliant in bible study but we didn’t know 

everything else he knows as does. Same as Geneva, she has graduated almost the top of her 

Kearny class!! 

Also, the big clincher is that both of them have already been accepted to attend one of our very 

prestigious southern San Diego colleges: UCSD in La Jolla, CA! Colleges are NOT easy to get 

accepted to now-a-days: You need many factors including a very high GPA. Congratulations to 

both of them!  Geneva is going to major in: Sociology of Law and Andrew is going to major in: 

Aerospace Engineering. May they both be successful and these upcoming college years be filled 

with God; filled with joy and hard work but for the most part that they have fun while living on 

Campus- the most fun they’ve ever had so far in life! 

As we move into the summer, we take a break from meeting with the Youths. However, we will 

be keeping the Youth Group door open on Wednesdays and Sundays for any visitors. Even 

though we won’t be officially meeting, we will provide board games, ultimate & snacks. We have 

special ambient lighting in the room that creates a quite safe place for them.  During the 

summer, Jenni will continue to make delicious dinners that attract them. 

During the summer break we will have another rummage sale probably Sat.  June 20th. The 

following Saturday, the YG will be cleaning out the Children’s Ministry room and preparing it. 

We will be cleaning out, organizing and down-sizing this room to prepare to use it in the Fall. 

Anyone who would like to help or has any good ideas can come see me or Michelle Q! 

 

Also, the next exciting event of our Youth Group is Future Quest: June 24, 25 & 26th. So far we  

have 5 students and 5 leaders that are interested in attending, please see me if you are. This is a 

wonderful time of worship and seeing God move the students immensely. 

As Pastor Steve said in the Fellowship Hall last Sunday and not in the church, I have been the 

Youth Group leader at our church since Covid, since 2020 – for the last 6 years. I have been 

honored to serve our church and our youths and have humbly stepped down for Ray! We are so 

excited to see the new ways and themes and God-like activities in store in the fall. He already is 

a great English teacher and will bring lots of great ideas to our church’s Youth Group. I am very 

thankful for the opportunity to serve the Lord in the YG capacity! GB 

Youth Ministry 



ADORED 

AFFECTIONATE 

BLESSED 

CHARITY 

CHOSEN 

COMPASSIONATE  

DAUGHTER 

DIAMOND 

 

EL- LOVE 

MAMA 

MATERNAL 

MOTHER 

PARENT 

PATIENT 

QUEEN 

 

SELFLESS 

SISTER 

SPECIAL 

STRONG 

TENDER 

TREASURE  

WELCOMING  
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Congratulations to our Class of 2026! 



Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  Col. 3:12 

Mission Village Christian Fellowship 

     2650 Melbourne Drive 

     San Diego, CA 92123  

     Phone: 858-278-2633 

     Email: missionvillage1@sbcglobal.net 

     Website: www.missionvillage.church 

Sunday Schedule 

Worship & Children’s Sunday School………..9:30 a.m. 

Nursery & Toddler Care is Available During Worship  
Service 

Service will be live on  YouTube or Facebook 

 

Elders 

Pastor /Elder..…………………..………………Steve de Vos  
Administrative Elder ………………………….Tony DaVee  
Elder…..……...……………………...……………. Carl Jensen 

 
Staff 

Administrative Assistant….….…………………Judy Yacob 
Nursery Attendant……...………………..…Hannah French 

Steve de Vos 
Ronda Adams 
Joanna de Vos 
Jean Fortanas 

June McCollough 
Open 

Terri Carver 
Open 

Frank Romeo 
Jenny Fiori 

Open 
Matt & Ellen Davis 

Open 
Hannah French 

Pastor 
Moderator  
Clerk 
Financial Secretary    
Treasurer 
Children’s Ministry 
Youth Ministry 
Adult Ministry 
Stewardship 
Fellowship 
Service 
Missions / Evangelism 
Finance Ministry  
Worship  

Council Members 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAp4XFD5huPTMuggytNDshw
https://www.facebook.com/missionvillagechurch/

