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Pastor’s Pen
Bringing Baggage to Jesus

Luke 6:45

“A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his
heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in
his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”

May is here, which means summer is right around the corner. Even
as [ write this, I am making arrangements for multiple graduations,
summer trips, and more. And for us as a church, summer means that
we have numerous opportunities to love and care for our church
family and for our community, through ongoing church/community
picnics on Wednesday evenings, Vacation Bible School (more
information coming soon!) Sunday mornings, and other times of
fellowship with our church family.

With all of these ministry opportunities, a good question for us to
ask ourselves is this: am I filled with the love of Jesus? Paul writes
that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-
23). For Paul, love is not simply the first characteristic of a Spirit-
filled life, it is the characteristic that shapes the entire Christian life.
To be a follower of Jesus is to be growing in love for God and for
others in our hearts (Mark 12:29-31). The evidence of the Holy
Spirit working in us then is that we are increasingly filled with the
love of Jesus. If we want to share the love of Jesus with others, we
need to be filled with the love of Jesus first.
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The problem is that our ability (or struggle) to love others is shaped by so many things: our current life
circumstances, negative past experiences, difficult relationships, trauma, grief, and more. I could go on
and on. So many things in our lives, going way back to our very early years, shape our ability to love
others. While some scholars refer to these things as “malformations,” most of us would simply refer to
these things as baggage. And whether we know it or not, our baggage can keep us from loving others
well. Our baggage can keep us from loving our family the way that we should. Our baggage can keep us
from building up brothers and sisters in Christ in love when we see them during the week or on Sundays.
And our baggage can keep us from sharing the love of Jesus effectively with our community. Sadly there
are too many examples of Christians who say and do the right things on the outside, but because of the
baggage in their lives, fail to love others well, and end up doing more harm than good in ministry.

I realize that this is a somewhat bleak assessment, as we all have some kind of baggage in our lives and
we genuinely don’t want to cause harm in ministry. So what can we do to love others well and not bring
our baggage into our ministry opportunities? Let me offer two notes of encouragement.

First, God is a gracious, loving, all-powerful God, and his grace not only covers our baggage and our
struggles to love others, but can overcome our struggles to love others well. An excellent example of this
is found in our current study of Jonah, where God is able to bring about repentance in the hearts of the
Ninevites, despite Jonah’s hard heart towards the people of Nineveh. Jonah fails miserably, but the
ministry does not fail. So be encouraged that God’s grace covers even our struggle to love others well.

Second, the Holy Spirit can change our malformed hearts. Even when our baggage has caused deep
wounds that make it seemingly impossible to love others well, those wounds are not too much for God to
heal. A heart that is open to God will grow in love for God and for others (see above). And we as
brothers and sisters in Christ can help one another identify the baggage in our own lives, and bring that
baggage to Jesus instead of bringing that baggage into our ministry efforts.

So as we gear up for summer, take some time this month to assess your own heart. Be honest about your
own struggles to love God and love others. Bring your baggage to Jesus. I realize that is easier said than
done, and I would love to talk with you more about how we can consistently bring that baggage to Jesus.
But if we can bring our baggage to Jesus, then we won’t bring that baggage into ministry. And then we
will be able to be filled with the love of Jesus, and be able to share that love with others.

Blessings,

Pastor Steve

The LorD is my light and my salvation
whom shall I fear?
The LorbD is the stronghold of my life

of whom shall I be afraid?

Psalm 27: 1
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Small Groups: MAY CELEBRATIONS

Monday

1:00 p.m. Afternoon

Bible Study at MVCF

7:00 p.m. Women'’s Wﬁwﬁﬁ@,
Bible Study at MVCF :
Shirley House 05/13
Tuesday Matt Corrie 5/16
9:30 a.m. Bible Study at Audrey Nakamura 05/22
MVCF
Casen Addy 05/25
6:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting
Online Lisa Iverson 5/27
Marilyn Jensen 05/29
Wednesday
S _— e 2 TP
:00 p.m. Picnic A L& F "
=SNG v oy
7:00 p.m. Youth Group at @ iv sa
MVCF R RE VR

Jim Ryer & Audrey Nakamura 05/23

Church Work Party
Every Fourth Saturday
of the month

| love you, LORD, my strength.

The Lorbp is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;

S UCHUR e e 50 UEH U my God is my rock, in whom | take refuge,

refreshment will be
provided.

my shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold.

For more contact:

Frank Romeo

Psalm 18:1-2
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:30am 7:00pm Women's 9:30am Bible 10am-1:00pm
Adult Sunday Bible Study Study SM Food Pantry
School 6:30pm Zoom 5:00pm Picnic
9:30am Worship Prayer Group 7:00pm
Service Youth Group
11 12 13 14 15 16
8:30am
Adult Sunday 1:00pm Bible 9:30am Bible 10am-1:00pm
School Study Study SM Food Pantry
9:30am Worship 7:00pm Women's | 6:30pm Zoom 5:00pm Picnic
Service Bible Study Prayer Group 7:00pm
Mother’s Day Youth Group
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
8:30am 1:00pm Bible 9:30am Bible 10am-1:00pm All Church
Adult Sunday Study Study SM Food Pantry Work Party
School | 7:00pm Women's | 6:30pm Zoom 5:00pm Picnic
9:30am VYorshlp Bible Study Prayer Group 7:00pm
Service Youth Group
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
8:30am Memorial Day 9:30am Bible 10am-1:00pm
Adult Sunday 1:00pm Bible Study SM Food Pantry
School : Study 6:30pm Zoom 5:00pm Picnic
9:30am Worship : Prayer Group 7:00pm
Ceited 7:00pm Women's Youth Group
Bible Study
31
8:30am
Adult Sunday
School

9:30am Worship

Service
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Youth Group
A couple of Psalms to mediate on:
Psalm 103:2
Bless the Lord, O my soul and forget not all his Benefits!

Psalm 103:22

Bless the Lord, all His works, in all places of his Dominion! Bless the
Lord, O my soul!

Psalm 34:1

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall continually be in my
mouth!

Psalm 34:2
My soul shall make its boast in the Lord

Psalm 34:3
Oh, magnify the Lord with me,

And let us exalt His name together.

Psalm 145:4

One generation shall praise Your works to another and shall declare your
mighty acts.
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Easter pictures courtesy of Terri Carver

Congratulations to the class of 2026!!!

Congratulations to our

graduating Seniors of
2026!!

Geneva & Andrew

22: We are having the church
6:00 P.M. .
BALBOA PARK - ORGAN PAVILION Celebrate Wlth them the

2125 PAN AMERICAN E RD, Sunday afterwards ' '
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

éeu ela Koj e eq ¢

KEARNY HIGH SCHOOL
SALUTATORIAN
#UCSDBOUND




Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Col. 3:12

Mission Village Christian Fellowship
2650 Melbourne Drive
San Diego, CA 92123

Phone: 858-278-2633
Email: missionvillagel@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.missionvillage.church

COllnCil Members Sunday Schedule

Pastor

Moderator

Clerk

Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Children’s Ministry
Youth Ministry
Adult Ministry
Stewardship
Fellowship

Service

Missions / Evangelism
Finance Ministry
Worship

Steve de Vos
Ronda Adams
Joanna de Vos
Jean Fortanas
June McCollough
Open

Terri Carver
Open

Frank Romeo
Jenny Fiori

Open

Matt & Ellen Davis
Open

Hannah French

Worship & Children’s Sunday School........... 9:30 a.m.

Nursery & Toddler Care is Available During Worship
Service

Service will be live on YouTube or Facebook

Elders

Steve de Vos
Tony DaVee
Carl Jensen

Pastor /Elder
Administrative Elder

Administrative Assistant
Nursery Attendant

Judy Yacob
Hannah French



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAp4XFD5huPTMuggytNDshw
https://www.facebook.com/missionvillagechurch/

